
4. The Priestly Covenant, c. 1406 BC 

a. Key Texts: Numbers 25:10-13 

b. Beneficiary: The Priestly Line of Phineas 

c. Mediator: Moses 

d. Ceremony: Prophetic announcement 

e. Terms: No expiration. Implies blessing for obedience. 

5. The Davidic Covenant, c. 1003 BC 

a. Key Texts: 2 Sam. 7:8-17; cf 23:5 

b. Beneficiary: David and His Royal Line 

c. Mediator: Nathan the Prophet 

d. Ceremony: The Sancfitification of Zion (2 Sam 6). 

e. Terms: No expiration. Blessing increased with obedience. 

Promised peace in the land, great victory, & perpetual dynasty.  

6. The New Covenant, c. 32 AD 

a. Key Texts: Dt. 30; Jer. 33:31; Lk 22:20; 1 Cor. 11:25; 2 Cor 3:6 

b. Beneficiary: Redeemed Israel (and Gentile Christians) 

c. Mediator: Jesus Christ 

d. Ceremony & Symbolism: Jesus’ Sacrifice. Ordinances.  

e. Terms: No expiration. Blessing increased with obedience. 

Promises a new heart, a new relationship with God, fulfillment 

of all remaining covenantal promises.  

f. Note: The New Covenant has been initiated, but most of the 

primary beneficiaries have not yet entered into it. Another 

phase of the covenant will begin with the return of the Lord 

and the turning of the Jews to their Messiah. Gentile Christians 

are grafted into the covenant but they do not replace other 

beneficiaries or alter covenant terms. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

A. Why Study the Covenants? 

1. This study is an offshoot of our time in Sam 20 where Jonathan & 

David covenant with each other. 

a. The theme of covenant is developed more fully in the books of 

Samuel as the stories of David unfold. 

b. God himself will enact a covenant with David, making a major 

advance in the storyline of the Bible. 2 Sam. 7. 

2. Modern Christians are largely unfamiliar with covenants. 

a. Americans are familiar with contracts, but covenants are more 

life encompassing. Marriage is the last great covenant 

relationship widely practiced in western society. 

b. God’s covenants in the Bible are the backbone of redemptive 

history & the key to understanding Scripture. 

B. What is a Covenant? 

1. More than a Promise: A covenant is more than the exchange of 

personal promises or pledges to act a certain way. 

2. Includes Vows: A vow is a solemn promise to live a certain way 

and fulfill certain responsibilities.  

3. Includes Witnesses: Generally, contracting a covenant requires the 

presence of witnesses who can testify to its validity. 

4. Includes Ceremony: Generally, there is some sort of ceremony (e.g., 

a sacrifice or a service) at the making of the covenant which 

formalizes and solemnizes the event.  

C. Is this about Covenant Theology? No. There is a deep theology to the 

covenants in the Bible, but we’re not talking about the theological 

system known as “Covenant Theology.” 



1. Many Reformed Christians assert that “Reformed Theology” and 

“Covenant Theology” are one and the same. 

2. We teach aspects of reformed theology (e.g., a high view of God’s 

sovereignty) but do not advocate Covenant Theology. 

3. Covenant Theology teaches that there are three cosmic covenants 

under which all God’s covenants in the Bible hang. 

a. Covenant of Redemption: Supposedly between the Father & 

the Son to procure salvation for the chosen people & to 

eternally honor the Son. 

b. Covenant of Works: Supposedly between God & Adam which 

Adam violated, plunging the world into the Fall. 

c. Covenant of Grace: A covenant which supposedly undergirds 

all covenants God makes with man in the Bible, promising 

everlasting life for all who are in Christ. 

4. We advocate a Dispensational view of the biblical covenants. 

D. Different Kinds of Covenants with God 

1. Two Basic Kinds—Unilateral and Bilateral 

a. Unilateral Covenant: One party agrees to bear the weight of 

the covenant, fulfilling it regardless of the other party’s 

faithfulness or not.  

b. Bilateral Covenant: Both parties agree to keep the terms of the 

covenant and face consequences should they not fulfill their 

obligations.  

2. One Dominant Kind: Most of the covenants which God enacts in 

the Bible are unilateral. The other party may enjoy more or less of 

the covenant blessings depending on their faithfulness, but covenant 

is secured by the other party. 

II. THE STRUCTURE OF BIBLICAL COVENANTS 

A. Framework of Each Covenant: Key Texts, Beneficiary, Mediator, 

Ceremony & Symbolism, & Terms. 

B. The Flow of the Five Covenants 

1. The Noahic Covenant, c. 2500 BC 

a. Key Texts: Genesis 8:20 – 9:12  

b. Beneficiary: The World 

c. Mediator: Noah 

d. Ceremony & Symbol: Noah’s sacrifice & God’s rainbow. 

e. Terms: No expiration. Blessing of life increased with obedience. 

Promised regularity of the seasons, preservation of life, no 

other cataclysmic flood.  

2. The Abrahamic Covenant, c. 2075 BC 

a. Key Texts: Genesis 12:1-3; 15:1-21 

b. Beneficiary: Abraham & His Offspring 

c. Mediator: Abraham 

d. Ceremony & Symbol: Dreamed sacrifice. Circumcision. 

e. Terms: No expiration. Blessing increased with obedience. 

Promises of land possession, a great Seed, and blessing to all the 

nations. 

3. The Mosaic Covenant, c. 1446 BC 

1. Key Texts: Exodus 19:1 – 24:18 

2. Beneficiary: Israel 

3. Mediator: Moses 

4. Ceremony & Symbol: Massive sacrifice. Sabbath keeping. 

5. Terms: Conditional. Blessing increased with obedience, 

chastening increased with disobedience. Covenant violations 

rectified through sacrifices. Covenant breaking results in the end 

of the covenant and its blessings. Key promises include 

possession of the land and enjoyment of God’s personal 

presence. Curses range from distress in the land to loss of the 

land and the divine presence. 


